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The Prentis house on North Main Street has been the subject of 
numerous newspaper articles over the last year Although the house 
had been neglected for decades before the current renovation project 
began several years ago, behind the wall is a fine and potentially 
beautiful building. 


Of the several Federal vernacular style houses on Main 
Street, the house at 521 North Main is arguably the most handsome 
and most beautifully proportioned one. The side hall is entered 
through double doors at the front mirrored by another pair of doors at 
the rear. All the doors are hung with H and L hinges. The parlor 
enjoys the advantages of four large windows. The front two overlook 
North Main Street as the English basement lifts the floor well above 
street level and thus, above traffic. The back parlor is the only other 
room on this level since all the nineteenth and twentieth century 
additions to the structure have been removed by the present owner 
The next floor has three rooms and the top floor has two. ipileds fis scins Nepean Sieetete 


This commodious house was probably built around 1800. The appeared around 1980 

name of the builder is not known, but the land was owned in 1772 by 

David Meade. The parcel was apparently part of the 1,234 acres Meade inherited in 1769. There is speculation, though not 
substantiated, that this house or a portion of it might have been Meade’s town house. His 
plantation, Mount Pleasant, was where the neighborhood known as Westhaven Lakes is 
today. (In fact, one of the streets there is named for the Meade plantation.) The lot was at 
the south edge of the old town and a creek known as Church Branch ran from the river past 
the rear of the town house and then to South Quay Road (now West Washington Street), 
forming the western boundary of Suffolk. 
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By the second quarter of the nineteenth century, the house belonged to the Kilby 
family. Peter Bowdoin Prentis bought the house from John Thompson Kilby on December 
21, 1857. From a prominent family, Prentis was a lawyer and clerk of court. During the 
Union occupation of Suffolk, Prentis, along with several other well-respected citizens, was 
held hostage to ensure the good behavior of the citizens of Suffolk. Held first at Fort 
Monroe, then at Fort Norfolk, they were returned to Suffolk after the occupying troops left. 
After Reconstruction, Peter Prentis was again elected Clerk of Court serving until just before 


The Methodist Church was built on his death in 1889. 


the hill across the street from the 
Prentis House in 1861. When the The house was inherited by the only Prentis child, Martha. She married Charles 


new church was completed in 1916, _ Henry Causey, and the Causeys reared their eight children in the family home. Apparently the 
this became an apartment building, property then went to the Causey's daughter, Eliza (1871-1905), who married Dr. John E. 


first called the Aawls Apartments, Phillips. Eliza was the last member of the Prentis descendants to own the fine old house. SFW 
now the Main Street Apartments. 


Dealing with the Law 


Peter Prentis’s father, Joseph Prentis II (1783-1851), was born in Williamsburg to Judge Joseph Prentis and his wife, Martha 
Bowdoin Prentis. Judge Prentis was a member of the Virginia Convention (1775), the House of Delegates (1777-1778); Speaker of 
the House (1788); and Judge of the General Court of Virginia (1788-1809). Of his eight children, only Joseph left descendants. 


Joseph Prentis II graduated from The College of William and Mary and came to Suffolk to practice law. He married Susan 
Caroline Riddick and they had ten children, five of whom survived. He served as Clerk of the Nansemond County Court from 1838 
until his death in 1851. 


Joseph and Susan Prentis’s son, Robert Riddick Prentis (1818-1871), practiced law in Suffolk until he became proctor of 
the University of Virginia (1855-1865). His son, also named Robert Riddick Prentis (1855-1951), served on the Virginia Court of 
Appeals (now the Supreme Court of Virginia) for several years, becoming Chief Justice in 1920. 


Another son of Joseph and Susan Prentis was, of course, Peter Bowdoin Prentis, who served as Judge of the Nansemond County 
Court for two years and was Clerk of Court for thirty years. Peter and his wife, Eliza, had but one child, Martha Josephine, who 
married Charles Henry Causey and had eight children. Charles Henry Causey practiced law in Suffolk, and served as a Senator in 
the Virginia General Assembly from 1885 to 1890. Charles Henry Causey, Jr., practiced law in Suffolk (1868-1924) as well as 
serving as a Captain of Infantry in the Spanish-American War. James Causey Godwin (Charles H. Causey's great grandson and 
Peter Prentis’s great great grandson), served as judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit Court from 1962 until his retirement in 1992. 


~SFW 


William B. Causey ~ 1865-1936 


Did you know? 

William B. Causey, Charles and Martha Prentis Causey's first child and Peter Prentis’s first grandchild, When the new Broad 
grew up in the Prentis house. He was, to quote the late Richard L. Woodward, former Mayor of Street bridge opened in 
‘ : " 1997 it was named for 
Suffolk, “one of the biggest (that is, most important) men to ever come from Suffolk.” Here follows a |} jy, .16 Canipbell Caney 
portion of his obituary from the New York Times, August 11, 1936. Jr., Peter Prentis’s great 


“William Bowdoin Causey, as Technical Advisor to Austria during the post-war period, was grandson who was City 
largel ‘ble f the d rtati Paha ‘ait lehandl lavi Engineer for the city of 
argely responsible for organizing the transportation of American grain from Italy and dugoslavia, one |} gusfork 1932 — 1942, and 
of the factors that saved the country from starvation. When he left Austria in 1925, the Austrian || the City Manager 1942- 
Foreign Minister, Alfred Gruenberger, stated: ‘It is impossible to estimate the service which Col. |} 1946 and 1955-1971. 
Causey rendered the Austrian Republic. He will always be remembered as one of the most loyal 


Americans and one of our most useful friends. 


“At the outbreak of the World War he was commissioned Captain in the 17" Engineers, United 
States Army, and by September, 1918, he had been advanced to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
Immediately after the Armistice Col. Causey was sent to Vienna as coal and transportation expert of the 
Inter-Allied Mission to investigate financial, economic and fuel transportation conditions of the former | 
Austro-Hungarian empire. In January 1919 he was made president of the Allied Railway Mission to 
Austria and Hungary; and later in the same year, technical Advisor to the Austrian government. In this 
position Col. Causey not only reorganized Austrian Railroads and succeeded in transporting grain to 
Austria in spite of sabotage, strikes and international jealousies, but he did valuable work in breaking | 
down trade barriers by putting into practicable effect his principle that political barriers should not be * 
used to prevent economic distribution. James C. Godwin who left 


“For two years after his return to the United States in 1923, Colonel Causey served as City Suffolk High to join the Navy 
Manager of Norfolk, Virginia. He then became Vice-President of the M.E. White Company and the ae 
White Construction Company in Chicago. He was Assistant United States Commissioner to the Century of Progress Exposition in 
Chicago in 1933. Colonel Causey had been decorated with the Great Silver Cross of Honour of the Austrian Republic and with the 
Order to St. Sava of Jugoslavia. He was also an officer of the French Legion of Honor and received a citation “for 
distinguished service’ from General Pershing in France.” ~ Sue Woodward Ke 





The W. H. Gay House, c. 1875 — 1933 


“Old Home Coming Down” read the caption of a Suffolk News article on December 10, 1972 
Thank Goodness, the City’s attitude has changed. 


W. H. Gay lived near Windsor in 1870 and he had a daughter 
named Texanna. That year she married a boy named William 
from Southampton County. In 1884 the young couple moved to 
Suffolk (perhaps to live with her parents) in the handsome 
Italiate house on Main Street (that they probably built) next 
door to Peter Prentis’s house. 

W. H. Gay and his son-in-law were, according to one 
source, both “daring and expansive investors.” They had 
started the Gay Manufacturing Company, primarily a lumber W. H. Gav 
business. The Gay Manufacturing Company created the short 





haul Suffolk and Carolina Railroad to bring 
lumber and crops from North Carolina to Suffolk 
where they could go to market by boat, or perhaps, 
one of the larger railroads. It is part of Mr. Gay's 
railroad that will be modeled in the train station. This was the railroad that went through Saunders on 
the White Marsh Road (see our Epps article this issue). Eventually, investors from Baltimore helped 
them extend the line to Montross Landing on the Chowan River, greatly increasing their market. 

Meanwhile, son-in-law William and his brothers, perhaps encouraged by Mr. Gav’s success, 
started their own business and named it for their family. It was called the Camp Manufacturing 
Company, (yes, that one). By 1888 William had taken his father-in-law’s place on the Gay Company's 
board of directors. 

In 1891 William and his wife and children moved to Florida where William engaged in a 
highly profitable phosphate mining venture as well as several other businesses. He continued to be 
involved in business here as well. In 1905 the Gay Railroad was sold and became part of the old 
Norfolk Southern line. 

Mr. Gay died in 1907 and Mrs. Gay in 1919. It would appear that they had only one child. 
Texanna and her brood eventually had very fine homes in Florida, so the Main Street house was left to 
Mrs. Gay's sister. Reportedly, by World War I, this fifteen room house with its flower painted parlor 
ceiling, oriental rugs and fine Victorian furniture, had become a boarding house. The house eventually 
passed to Mrs. Gay’s sister's grandson, Lt. Col. S. Stedman Eure (USA, ret.) who lived in Pittsburgh. 
He sold it to the city of Suffolk in 1972. Within a few months it was gone — all of a sudden, 
demolished by the City. There's a vacant lot there now. One old tree stands as a reminder of Mr. Gay, 
our own fycoon. 





The Gay House 





for more about Texanna Gay and William Nelson Camp, as well as “Pappy” Gay, read The Timber Tycoon, by Parke Rouse, Jr. 


No, It’s Not Too hate 
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Suffolk & Carolina Railway Co, 


President, - - CHAUNCEY BROOKS, 
see’y und Treas, WW. tt. HOSLEY, 
DIRECTORS ; 

Chaunces Krooks, 

Win, N Camp, 


‘ohn S. Gittings, 


Win. HJ Roster, 
Chas. F. lite. Je, 


mee ie Kvland SS 
FREI PAU BRELLOWV. PB and Gent Manauet 


Ro 34. THOMPSON, Supt. and Auditor 


The road extends from Surfolk. Va . to Montrose 
Landing on the Chowan River, N.C. 

Direct cummunication by water to all the vers 
wid sounds of Nurth Carolina, and trom Suffolk to 
Baltimore by the Suffolk Steamboat Company's 
regular line of steamers. 

The shartest and most direct route from Eastern. 
N. C.. to Norfolk and Northern cities. Makes 
close connections at Suffulk with the Adantic and 
Dansiie road, the Norfolk and Western and the 
Seaboard and Roanoke roads. 

Ry takiny this route, business men on the 
Chowan and Roanoke can visit Norfolk. spend 
se\..a! s there, and be at home again the 


same das 





Ad from “Timber Tvcoons” 


From a past issue of “Preservation Progress” published by the Preservation Society of Charleston. 
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~SFW 


Ws Notes from Old Nansemond BOS 


Hamblin Epps 1794 - 1870 


Hamlin Lee Eppes, the seventh son of Francis Eppes, was born in 1794 in Prince 





George County, the seat of the Eppes family in Virginia. According to family legend, 


he settled in Suffolk after the War of 1812. He suffered from digestive disorders and it was believed, ie to the family story, 
that the waters of the swamp (Lake Drummond) had curative powers. Soon he established himself at a spot along the edge of the 
White Marsh. 


In 1818 he married as a second wife (the name of the first is unknown), a widow, Christian Skinner Brinkley. They had 
three daughters. Sarah Augusta married Dr. Thomas C. Hines and Jane Rebecca married Javan Franklin. The third daughter, 
Dianna Ophelia married Major James Riddick Saunders of the neighboring plantation, thus at Hamblin Eppes’ death, combining the 
two holdings. For an account of their situation during the War Between the States read “The Quiet Regiment” published by 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society, available at Riddick's Folly. 


During the nineteenth century, many Nansemond County planters owned second houses in town. Town in 1827 was little 
more than Main Street and Washington Street (listed on Fillmore Norfleet’s map [from c.1795 documents] as “the Road from 
Norfolk to South Quay.”) During that time it was convenient if not necessary for Sheriff Eppes to own a house near the Courthouse, 
as the few miles into town constituted a time-consuming journey in good weather and an impossible one in bad weather. Apparently 
he owned the Main Street house (and was sheriff?) until 1801. 


Hamlin Eppes died in 1870. He and his wife and several of their descendents are buried on the farm at the edge of the 
White Marsh. Though several descendents still live in Suffolk, The Epps name is gone from here except as it is used (perhaps 
incorrectly) to identify the house at 344 North Main Street. The Saunders name is carried on locally both by descendents of Major 
Saunders and his wife Diana and by a sign on White Marsh Road. This sign, just past the intersection of White Marsh Road and 
Dessert Road, indicates the location of what was once Saunders Station, a stop on the old Norfolk Southern Railroad (first known 
as the Suffolk and Carolina Railroad). 


In Prince George County, two Eppes homes are house museums open to the public. The better known of the two, 
Appomatox Manor, is operated by the National Park Service and the other, Weston, is owned by the Historic Hopewell foundation. 
SNHS offered a bus tour a few years ago that included these two houses. ~Sue Woodward 


It is difficult 
to imagine the 
c. 1850 house 
that is thought 

to be part of 
this structure. 

The c. 1875 
alterations are 
far more 
evident 





This house, known as The Ann Browne house was recently sold by 
Preservation of Historic Suffolk. 













There is some deameeneat about the names that should be attached to 342 and 344 North Main Street. Noted local historian, the late 
Fillmore Norfleet, said in his 1974 book Suffolk In Virginia: A Record of Lots, Lives and Likenesses, that Hamlin Eppes bought 342 North 
Main Street (known to us as the Ann Browne House) in 1827. A more recent opinion by local historian, the late Marion Watson, was that 
Eppes owned 344 North Main (known to us as the Eppes house). Certainly Eppes (also spelled Epps or Epes) owned one of these houses and 


he is worthv of some studv. 





B® Notes from Old Nansemond ow Magnolia Methodist Church T 


Magnolia Methodist Church is now located on Wilroy Road at the intersection of cae oe 
the Suffolk bypass. Before 1970, it was located in the community of Magnolia OX 

on Nansemond Parkway. That building is still there and being used by another = 

congregation as a church, right at the junction of Nansemond Parkway and 
Portsmouth Boulevard. It was built in 1901 and served there as Magnolia 
Methodist until 1970. The Church was started in 1884 in a small building, 
approximately 24” x 32” about one-quarter mile north on the left side of 
Nansemond Parkway. I saw this building in the 40s being used as a shop and 
again for farming storage. Now the building is gone and a house sits on the 
property. 


A quote from our “history”: “Judge Wilblur Kilbey [sc], a member of 
Main Street Methodist, Suffolk, lent his support to the organization of a 
congregation. Mr. John Vinson gave a piece of land on which was erected a 
church building, not far from the 1901 church. The deed conveying this lot to 
the Trustees of Magnolia Methodist church bears the date of May 4, 1884. Main Street Methodist continued to show its interest in the 
development of the new church by allowing its pastor to come to Magnolia twice a month to conductf [s/d services. Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip Becker, Mr. and Mrs. H.T. Lawrence, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob R. Philhower, Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Philhower, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Robinson, and Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Nelms were among the earliest members of the church. " 

Any help in locating any pictures or news articles would be greatly appreciated. — John R. Bright 959-2979. 








DRESS RELEASE FROM PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC SUFFOLK, INC. 


RELATING TO CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 


We believe historic In July, 1999, Preservation of Historic Suffolk, Inc., an affiliate of the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical 
preservation Society, initiated a $500,000 3-year capital campaign. Contributions received from the capital campaign will 
enhances sound | be applied to (a) the construction and operating costs of the CSX Train Station currently under restoration in 
ee ae downtown Suffolk to the extent that federal ISTEA grant funds are not sufficient for the payment of such 
costs: (b) the acquisition of the College Court Complex on Main Street in downtown Suffolk, the stabilization 
of the buildings at College Court and the sale of such buildings collectively or individually subject to historic 


development, civic 
pride, education, 
tourism and public : 

safety. restoration/preservation covenants; (c) costs relating to the restoration of Suffolk High School as an arts and 


cultural center: and (d) other restoration projects undertaken by the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society. 





To date, contributions and pledges total approximately $168,000. Major contributors include: Bank of Suffolk; Bank of 
America; Branch Banking & Trust Company; Birdsong Peanuts Corporation; The Birdsong Trust; the Beazley Foundation; Crestar Bank; 
the Community Action Coalition of Virginia; Suffolk Oil Company; Suffolk Swimming Pools, Inc.; and Wachovia Bank. 


In kind donations to reduce the construction costs with respect to the CSX Train Station have been made by Art Ray Corporation; Blair 
Brothers, Inc.: Burris Construction; Reginald E. Brothers Company; Isle of Wight Materials; Kirk Lumber Company; Johns Brothers 
Security; Thad C. Keyt; and the City of Suffolk. 


Preservation of Historic Suffolk, Inc. and the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society believe that a successful capital campaign 
for these undertakings will be beneficial to all citizens of the City of Suffolk and will encourage others to act in support of the 
preservation and restoration of the City's historically important or architecturally unique properties. The Historical Society believes 
historic preservation enhances sound economic development, civic pride, education, tourism and public safety. 


The capital campaign is also an important component of the public-private partnership between the Historical Society and the 
City in the implementation of the City's 2018 Comprehensive Plan and the Downtown Initiative which is a part of that Plan. 
Governmental support for historic preservation must be augmented by meaningful private participation and the capital campaign is 
intended to evidence such participation. Contributions to the capital campaign should be mailed to the Suffolk-Nansemond 


Historical Society, P O. Box 1255, Suffolk, Virginia 25459 (Attn: Treasurer). — George Consolvo 








One Million Dollars for 5.H.S. 


The renovation of Suffolk High School 
was given an enormous boost on February 
16" when City Council passed the 
upcoming Capital Improvements Budget 
which included $1,000,000 for this 
project. Last year $600,000 was 
allocated. 

Cost for renovation is estimated 
to be approximately $5,000,000. The 
committee believes that work should 
commence as soon as feasible. Below is a 
basic schedule of anticipated work and 
cost. 

Over the past year this group has 
met often with city staff, architects, and 
others involved in similar projects. We 
toured Petersburg High School — in 
January, now the Appomattox Regional 
Governors School. What an achievement 
and outstanding project. The Honorable 
Elmon T. Gray, a member of SNHS, was 
instrumental in raising the $12,500,000 
needed for renovation and adaptive reuse 
work. In March we visited The Cultural 
Center at Glen Allen — another prime 
example of adaptive reuse in a 1911 
school building. 

One fact is very clear to us — we 
have a great deal to learn and alot of 
work to do. 

Fundraising and usage are the 


two great challenges. Funding from the 
private sector will be derived from various 
sources including private donations, the 
sale of historic tax credits, and state 
grants. In matching the $1,000,000 
appropriation dollar for dollar, along with 
the $600,000 already appropriated, these 
funds will cover a substantial portion of 
Phase I renovation cost. 

In order to obtain historic tax 
credits, ownership of Suffolk High School 
would need to be transferred to a private 
non-profit entity or foundation. This is the 
case at Roanoke Jeiferson Center, 
Appomattox Regional Governor's School 
and others. 

While developing these plans our 
focus is to establish a primarily self- 
supporting facility that will be full of 
activity and enhance the life of all our 
citizens and neighbors. Just imagine how 
fine it will be to drive downtown Suffolk to 
see a play or ballet, hear the symphony, 
chorale, opera or a jazz concert, or attend 
a forum, lecture, town meeting or seminar. 
Can you imagine attending a reception, 
banquet or dance in such a lovely building. 
All ages should enjoy the opportunity to 
attend classes in music, dance, art, and 
maybe theatre or after school programs. 
There will be room for a restaurant or café 





and perhaps a day care. The opportunities 
are vast and varied, much like a big puzzle. 
What a challenge and a joy it will be to fit 
the pieces together! 

Sub-committees are being formed 
for funding, usage, alumni and interior 
design. Others will come into play as the 
need arises. We welcome your input and 
ideas. Assembling the alumni list of 
students from 1925 to 1990 is an 
awesome task and we need your help. We 
have about ten people on that committee 
now and plan to create decade chairmen. 
This list is of great importance, so please 
call me if you can help. It will be fun! 
Below are the classes that have already sent 
lists. 

On completion this building will 
be the crowning jewel of the downtown 
Revitalization. It belongs to everyone, so 
let’s make sure it's the best that it can be. 
While serving the needs of a growing 
community, this project will celebrate 
historic preservation — The Ultimate 
Recycling! ~ Betsy Brothers 








Alumni Lists Received to Date: Class of 1939, 43, 48, 50, 56, 57, 58, 59, 64, 67 








Estimated Cost of Restoring & Improving Suffolk High School and proposed Construction 


Cost —a 


Phase I — 


@ All demolition (removal of corridor walls to create lobby, 
puncture of floor at main and upper levels to create light 


wells) | 
@ Removal of any hazardous material 


@ Renovations to the exterior (cornice, window replacements, 


repair steps, etc.) 


@ Roof replacement and 35 skylight installations 
@ All work associated with fire safety and egress (stairs, 35 


elevators, corridors) 


roximatel 


5.000.000 (Phases I II 


@ All structural work 


Phase II -— 


@ All mechanical, electrical and plumbing work 


Total estimated cost for Phase I: $3,600,000. 


@ Ballroom and auditorium renovations — 8,800 


SF (combined) X $75/SF = $660,000. 


@ Leasable spaces — 21,000 SF total X $55/SF 
= $735,000. 


Total estimated cost for Phase II: $1,400,000. 





About Suffolk High School 









Various people in our town in control of our historical buildings have destroyed them, replacing some with 
modern ones to suit their needs. Time has come for the citizens to take action to save these old buildings. 
I refer specifically to the well-structured Suffolk High School. 

Suffolk High was one of the first schools to have twelve grades and top education was a priority. 
The dedicated teachers were partly responsible for Suffolk High’s large percentage of students attending his 
or her favorite college. 

World War II changed the dreams of our young men and women. Education was put on hold, while tien 
they went to war to serve their Country. Many were lucky enough to return from the war to continue their (Walsh) in 1947 
education. Some of them became doctors, lawyers, and even a few have been or still are politicians. A few 
students lost their lives fighting for freedom; we will never forget them. 

We have dreams of seeing Suffolk High School restored. If you wanted to construct a multi-purpose facility, the cost 
would be astronomical. Why waste tax payers’ money when we have a perfect opportunity to utilize an excellent resource, rich with 
history — our own Suffolk High. 

The auditorium is the best drawing card for all types of entertainment — good lighting, perfect acoustics and seating — just 
ideal for our growing area. The best location as well as ample parking would be an asset. Suffolk does not have a ballroom. A 
good hardwood floor is needed for the best dancing. Ample room would accommodate any table seating for a gala affair. We could 
be proud when people come from far and near, just to enjoy whatever type of entertainment they desire. 

A Culture Center is one benefit we can't afford to lose. Suffolk needs to stay abreast with other cities, taking their 
outdated schools and remodeling them to a useful center for a growing community. 


As Alumni of Suffolk High we should be honored to be a part of this great endeavor. ~ Mary C. Walsh, Class of 1947 



















Gail Ferguson Pruden’s Speech to City Council ~ February 2, 2000 


Two years ago the Suffolk City Council demonstrated great vision and good common sense when you included the restoration of 
Suffolk High School in the 2018 Comprehensive Plan. The task force appointed continues to work diligently to create a mixed 
usage plan that will bring together all segments of our diverse population and enhance Suffolk's quality of life. 

This project has created excitement and energy among many citizens who, until recently, did not share in your vision that 
Suffolk could be an even better community. 

We fully realize that the cost burden cannot rest on the city’s shoulders alone, but should and will be shared. The greatest 
success stories are told by communities that embrace the possibilities of public/private partnerships. That opportunity is right here 
now. Can we risk losing such momentum and support? 

I ask you to re-affirm your commitment to this important project. Let us work together to provide new vitality and life to a 
building that still has so much to offer. 

If you have concerns, then let's deal with them. We have come too far forward to fall backward. We all share in the 
common goal in doing what is best for our whole community. Isn't it ironic that the motto of Suffolk High School was, “Each one 
gives his best for the good of all.” You will give those words real meaning by saying, “Yes, I support this allocation — let the work 
begin. 


Suffolk High School Task Force Committee: Did you know? 





M@ Betsy Brothers, Chairman & G.S. Hobbs M@ Gail Pruden The little girl on the back of 
H George Barnett @ Albert Jones @ Bennie Speight our last issue was Jacko 
HM George Consolvo @ Nancy Kinzinger @ John Taylor (Jacquelyn) Balance Johnson 
@ Dana Dickens @ Jim Mathews mM Barney Annas who joined her mother (Ruth 
@ John Harrell @ Barbara McPhail M Gail Hinton-Copeland James Balance) in membership 
@ Sharon Harris m@ Bill Peachy few in the Suffolk Book Club. 








Notes from the President 


The following letter appeared in our local newspapers recently. When | started writing my remarks for this newsletter, it seemed 
appropriate to publish this letter again. Since the letter was written, members of the Historical Society have helped to convince our city 
council to include $1,000,000 in the capital budget for the first phase of renovation of Suffolk High School. This was a tremendously 
important triumph for our City. Read more about the details in the S.H.S. Task Force update in this newsletter. 


Our members are actively involved in all sorts of community projects and organizations. We have learned that in order to be 
effective, we must stay in touch with our Council members and City Staff. The Council members in particular are glad to discuss issues 
and concerns. In fact, in most cases it helps them make good decisions when they have talked to people about what is going on in the 
community. We must not hesitate to stay in touch with our elected officials. They need to know how people really feel about issues # 
they are to be effective. It has been my experience that most citizens simply do not become involved in what is going on unless 
directly affects them. I urge all of you to stay informed and speak up. We need to continue to urge our Council to stay on course with 
their plans and continue to work for the good of the entire community. The letter appeared as follows: 


As president of the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society I would like to clarify misconceptions that seem to be held by some 
people in the community. Contrary to what some people may think, the Historical Society is not the Historic Landmark s Commission. 
which is a council appointed group. The Landmark's Commission's duty is to enforce the city code as it pertains to historic districts 
Although we certainly support this group we have none of their power. We are also not responsible for certain articles that have recently 
appeared in the newspaper pertaining to the Prentis House. A reporter for The Virginian Pilot wrote those articles. Although members 
of our organization were contacted by him, our comments pertained to the hope that something positive would occur with the property. 
The Prentis House is a topic that we are repeatedly asked about, but our members are also concerned about the Train Station, College 
Court, Suffolk High School, the old Nansemond County Courthouse, Constant’s Wharf, downtown and other historical sites throughout 
the City. 


Another misconception by some citizens is that our downtown is a dinosaur not worthy of continuing financial support 
Virginia Beach and Chesapeake are in the process of trying to create a town center because they realize that a city is defined by its 
downtown. The citizens of Suffolk, of course, are way ahead of them because we already have a defined downtown center. After 
serving on several committees pertaining to Downtown Development, | believe that the majority of Council and the City Staff are really 
trying to see the big picture and plan for a bright future. | think that a revitalized downtown will benefit everyone. It is good for 
economic development, but more than that, it is good for our people. 


For those of you who did not grow up here, I am sure it is hard for you to imagine that Suffolk used to be a destination for 
shopping and entertainment. It was a proud city and well respected in the region. I believe that it is our job to preserve that heritage 
wherever and whenever we can. The Historical Society is committed to do just that. It goes way beyond downtown, although that ts 
where we started. We have supported the City in their efforts to implement the downtown initiative plan that council adopted. You have 
to start somewhere, and that seemed to be the logical place. They hired nationally recognized consultants to create the vision, and I 
applaud their success thus far. I urge the rest of you to become familiar with the plan. I believe the plan offers something for everyone. 
The Downtown is a drop in the bucket but the ripple effect from those improvements will be felt by all. Holland and Whaleyville need 
water and sewer, and the northern part of the city needs more public safety services, but I don’t think you have to drop the successful 
Downtown Initiative in order to achieve those goals. 





One of the projects slated for downtown is Suffolk High School. When Suffolk High School is renovated it is going to be a 
building that everyone can use, not just a few. Also, the city will not have to put 5 million dollars into the project, because the task 
force is committed to using tax credits and private donations to help fund the project. Doesnt our community deserve the opportunity 
to come to downtown for entertainment and services? Suffolk High School can serve the needs of many, old and young, by providing e 
central location for the performing arts, educational support services, museum space, large group meetings, receptions, public hearings. 
dances and reunions. 


The Historical Society is comprised of over 650 members from all of the boroughs of Suffolk. We have tried through our 
membership newsletters to highlight the historic significance of Driver, Whaleyville, Chuckatuck and Holland, as well as, the downtown 
area. A city is defined by its downtown. A vital and attractive downtown creates a hub for all the city's citizens to come together for 2 
variety of activities, and also will attract a business base that this city needs for future financial stability. 


-Continued 







Suffolk has been too generous in welcoming new development, and now we must try to take stock and catch up. In the 
ess, | hope that all of us, newcomers as well as those with deep roots, can work together to continue to revitalize downtown and 


eck to improve services in our villages as well. We are so unique in every way, but the common thread that binds us all together is our 




































DQUARTERS BECOMES REALITY 


For several years Betsy Brothers, Barbara McPhail and 
Woodward have been lobbying city hall about the usage for 
= old Nansemond County Courthouse. They suggested to the 
* staff that it would be the ideal place for a visitors center and 
Historical Society headquarters and museum. After some time 
@ a little compromise, the City of Suffolk has been most 
merous in offering us a O year lease for our headquarters. 


We have the good fortune of being given the entire 
econd floor and office space on the first floor. What an exciting 
enture this is going to be. We will be moving most of our 
schives (presently stored at Riddick's Folly) to the courthouse. 
& will be a tremendous challenge to set up the headquarters and 
ein work on exhibits for the museum. Currently we have Sue 
Woodward, Dave Snyder and Bucky Hurley on the museum 
mittee. We need more people who are truly interested in this 
msect to become involved. If you think this is something that 
sea might enjoy, please call Sue at 559-3059. 

This is a tremendously important event for us. We will 
sed donations of office furniture, conference table, chairs, file 
imets, a computer, telephone and any other pertinent 
smishings for a headquarters. Also, it will be important to have 
be expertise of people who are familiar with museum work. Get 
= on this new project right away. We want our members to be 
solved. Make that call today! 











you lose your membership form? If your name does not 
sar on the list in this newsletter you have forgotten to renew 
= 2000. We value your membership and hope that you will 
me to support us. Also, don't forget to give a membership 
eat. People who no longer live in Suffolk enjoy staying in 

+: with our newsletters. ¢ 





BAIN STATION PROJECT ON TRACK 


The restoration of the CSX Train Station is proceeding 
= Great speed. Everyone that passes the train station is excited 
the progress being made. The paint has been removed 
the bricks, the new slate roof is being installed and some of 


ether, and never give up the dream of being the best that we can possibly be. 


eh history as a thriving Tidewater community. That hasn't changed in almost 400 years. We have to keep pushing, keep working 


~ Barbara N. McPhail Kee 


the new paint is already in place. On the inside of the building 
the drywall is in place and the wainscoting has been installed. 
Windows are ready to be replaced, and doors are being repaired. 
The original footprint on the building is back. 


This is probably the most significant and visible project 
that the Historical Society has ever taken on. What a wonderful 
addition this is to our community. The SOS committee 
continues to work on the usage issue, but this is surely a place 
that will entice a wonderful tenant. We are hopeful that we will 
find the highest and best use for the building. Jim McLemore 
and other model train experts continue to work on_ the 
permanent train model that will be housed in the station. 


We continue to receive donations for the station but we 
are still far short of our goal. The City has applied for 
legislative money to complete the Train Station project and we 
have also applied for a $200,000 grant from the Enhancement 
Funds provided by the Commonwealth Transportation Board. 
We will know if we will be receiving these funds shortly. 

We will be hosting a gala event in the early summer to 
celebrate the completion of this truly awesome project. If you 
haven't made a donation to the station it is not too late. Even 
after the project is completed we will have startup expenses and 
operating expenses. We need your help on this project. Stop by 
and take a look. It is fabulous! 


Suffolk City Council 


The Honorable E. Dana Dickens, III, Mayor 
P O Box 1858, Suffolk, 23439 (Chuckatuck) 925-6344 


The Honorable Charles F. Brown, ViceMayor 


1342 Devonshire Ct., Suffolk, 23434 ( Cypress) 934-0940 


The Honorable Leroy Bennett (Nansemond) 


538-8144 


2004 Nansemond Parkway, Suffolk 23434; 


The Honorable Curtis Milteer 
1680 Airport Road, Suffolk, 23434; 


(Whaleyville) 
934-0630 


The Honorable Rufus Powell 
1432 Aspen Court, Suffolk, 23434; 


(Holy Neck) 
539-8872 


The Honorable Marian B. Rogers 
3728 Concord Drive, Suffolk, 23435; 


(Sleepy Hole) 
484-6001 


| The Honorable Thomas L. Woodward, Jr. (Suffolk) 


227 N. Main Street, Suffolk. 23434: 539-3055 











The 23 Annual Candlelight Tour 


Spring-like weather greeted our guests for the 23" Annual Candlelight Tour — Celebrating the Holidays 
on Main Street. The lovely homes of Joyce and Bobby Trump, Pat and Dave Snyder, Hunter and Bill 
Duggan, Sue and Tom Woodward and Suffolk's house museum, Riddick’s Folly, were open December 
4.5, 1999. A special attraction this year was the Designer House owned by Betsy and Tom Brothers and Barbara and Phil McPhail 
which is located at 400 North Main Street. 


This successful tour also included a Gala held at the Designer House on Friday, December 5. Through the efforts of the 
Historical Society's Board and our wonderful volunteer help of Patrick Evans-Hylton and Wayne Hylton and the unceasing toil of the 
McPhails and the Brothers, the outstandingly beautiful Designer House was a showcase for the Gala partygoers. 





Another successful effort this weekend was a continuation of our Heirlooms Sale at the Browne House, spearheaded by Nancy 
Dempsey. Nancy and her work force, Marilyn Rawles and Pearl Harrell among them, were busy selling from the starting times of the 
tour until the light literally faded to dark. 


These events in conjunction with our well-attended Candlelight Tour, made this the most successful tour to date. Of course, 
the tour was successful because of all the volunteers who give of their time and talents to help the Historical Society. The homeowners, 
some of whom have opened their homes before, truly cannot be thanked enough by the Society. The homeowners are the backbone of 
the tour, giving of their homes, time and energy. The garden clubs that participated (Nansemond River, Riverview, Suffolk, Village and 
Westover) did an outstanding job, as always. Our guests not only enjoy the beautiful historic homes, they also enjoy the creative 
arrangements by the talented ladies of the garden clubs in Suffolk. 


A special thanks goes to the hostess chairmen for their work: Marie Baker, Jennifer Birdsong, Sue Draper, Jane Fischetti, 
Margaret Smith and Sue Woodward. They chose the ambassadors that represented, not only, the Historical Society but the City of 
Suffolk. I was especially happy this year to see so many new folks introduced to the Society and the tour by their involvement as hosts 
or hostesses. 


SNHS is fortunate, as well, to have had the tremendous support for the tour from the downtown churches: First Baptist, Main 
Street United Methodist, St. Paul’s Episcopal and Suffolk Christian. Each church provided a special activity for the tour guests to 
enjoy. One of the many church activities during the weekend was the live Nativity sponsored by the youth group of First Baptist Church. 


A very special thank you to Dana Adams and Mary Lawrence Harrell for their long hours spent compiling and designing this 
tour's brochure and inserts about the Gala and the Designer House. Dana and Mary Lawrence artistically created a fresh look for the 
brochure and Lee King’s drawings of the homes helped bring together a very attractive brochure. 


Jennifer Birdsong, Sallie Sebrell and I want to thank all those who participated and attended the tour for your work and 
support. As in all such efforts, volunteers provide the work force and the spirit of giving that makes our endeavors truly successful. 


~ Linda Consolvo, Co-Chairman 





Janet Lambert welcomes guests to the Woodward House | The newly renovated Snyder house 


More Scenes from the 23" Annual Candlelight Tour 





Mr. @ Mrs. Hermit Hobbs, Clyde Simmons St. Paul's doors decorated for Advent Mrs. Howard Williams waiting for visitors 
selling tickets at the Christian Church at Main Street United Methodist Church 


Riddick’s Folly Presents... 
Hidden Treasures ~ Antique Appraisals 


A unique opportunity to have experts appraise 
- your antiques and heirlooms 


Saturday, April 1, 2000 
9:00 am. until 4:00 p.m. 
Suffolk National Guard Armory 
$5. per item (no limit) 


Proceeds to benefit the purchase of a circa 1835 memorial 
needlework by Missouri Riddick. 


Bring your Treasures — books / jewelry / civil war artifacts / guns 
“&2 weapons / clocks / watches / coins @ paper money / dolls / 
toys “&2 games / linens / samplers / quilts / needleworks / 
coverlets / baskets / peanut memorabilia / paintings / prints / sports 
memorabilia / pottery / porcelain / glass / furniture / silver / musical 
instruments / Indian artifacts / canes @ walking sticks 


Guests are responsible for moving furniture and large items in and out of 
the building. No one under 18 permitted without a parent or guardian. 





The Duggan house welcomes us 





Having Fun and Saving History 


Do you need a challenge — something different and exciting — 
maybe something that a whole town can celebrate and future 
generations will enjoy — something that makes you smile instead 
of frown. Well, the Brothers and McPhails have the answer. Buy 
an old house (or building)! 





The living room before renovation 


It was late November, 1996 when we signed the “Deed 
of Bargain and Sale.” We loved the old House at 400 North 
Main Street and it was quite overdue in the being loved 
department. We jumped right in, having no idea what we were 
doing but we asked a million questions, read a lot, and looked at 
similar projects. The city was helpful with tax abatements, the 
Department of Historic Resources advised us when asked, our 
contractor and the many people who worked on the renovation 
were wonderful. Barbara and I, like most women, found great 
pleasure in buying things for the house, choosing colors, etc.. 
Occasionally we changed our minds, but Thad Keyt, our 
contractor, didn't seem surprised. Of great importance — 
Barbara and | most always agreed on each decision — two women, 
can you believe it! 


On December 5" the “Miracle of Main Street” occurred 
when the doors opened for the Designer Showcase Gala! I say a 
miracle because an hour or so before the Gala, people were 
painting, mulching, hauling away junk and giant heaters used to 
dry the wet paint — workmen were all over the place. Our 
decorators and antique dealers were patient, kind and great to 
work with. They created magic in every room. Then as you can 
see in the photo, the McPhails, the Brothers and Thad returned 
to celebrate. We felt like proud parents! It was hard work but 
wonderful fun and we can t wait to do another house. 


There is good news to report from our husbands 
checkbooks — the Wood House has been leased to Wheat First 


Union Securities. We never had to put it on the market. Lucky, 
maybe, but I tend to think it's the wonder of the old house. 


Now, I've told you about the “Having Fun’ part so let s 
address the history part. When this house was built, soon after 
the fire of 1837 which destroyed much of the old town, people 
were still talking about General Lafayette's visit a few years 
before in 1825. Suffolk had around 500 houses and less than 
1200 population. President Martin van Buren had just 
succeeded the last Revolutionary War veteran, Andrew Jackson. 
Most of Suffolk's business was done at Constant s Whart, and 
there was no newspaper, or bank. It would be over twenty years 
before Colonel Dodge's New York Cavalry rode into town and the 
confederates evacuated in 1862. You've heard the quotation, Tf 
these walls could talk”. Well, if these old heart pine, solid as a 
rock, walls could talk, we would learn a lot about our history and 
about all those folks who entered the doors at 400 North Main 


Street over the past one hundred sixty years. 





Tom, Betsy, Thad, Barbara and Phil in the English Basement 


“Having Fun’ continued... 


One more thing — those walls would tell us to buy more old houses and spread the joy and benefits of historic preservation. Think 
about it but don't wait too long. Your favorite old house will not be there one day if somebody doesn't decide to save history, have fun 
and love it. You Il do your children, your grandchildren, your friends and all passers-by a huge favor. You Il create pretty where ugly sat 


and you I] make Suffolk smile. 


How about down the street — the old train station is looking loved and the Snyder's house, beside Suffolk Christian Church, is 


we can do it, | know we can. 











| Sue Burton @ Richard Savage in the living 


room after renovation 





Membership 

Level Individual Couple 
Benefactor $200 $300 
Sponsor $100 $150 
Patron $75 $100 
Friend $50 $75 
Contributing Member $15 $25 


SRREREEREREKREKREEEE EE DE 
The Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society is 
a non-profit tax exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 


again a shining example of pride and caring. Let's join those who invested in historic property years ago. Step by step, one by one — 
~ Betsy Brothers 


Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 


Please circle dues amount and print name(s) exactly as you want listed on roster. 











STATE ZIPCODE 


d 





‘TELEPHONE NUMBER 


Please return membership form and check to: 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
Post Office Box 1255 
Suffolk, Virginia 23439-1255 


Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit 


The state and federal historic rehabilitation tax credit programs are two of 
the most successful programs administered through the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources. The programs provide incentives for 
private property owners to take on responsibility for preserving historic 
buildings. | 

Since the federal program’s inception in 1976, property owners have 
proposed the rehabilitation of some 1,520 historic buildings in Virginia, at 
an estimated cost of $664 million. In the past five years alone (since 
January 1, 1995), property owners have applied for certification of 325 
historic rehabilitation projects, to cost an estimated $293,196,385. 

Since the federal program’s inception in 1976, 866 old buildings in 
Virginia have been put back into productive service, representing a private 
investment of $3555,289,750. The state program was initiated in 1997. 
In the past five years alone (since January 1, 1995), 196 historic 
rehabilitation projects were completed in Virginia, representing 
$124,277,785 in private investment. 

This money represents costs paid to the construction industry — 
architects, contractors, craftsmen, and suppliers — with a corresponding 
increase in jobs. The substantial capital improvement to the buildings results 
in dramatic increases in local property taxes. The rehabilitated buildings 
provide desperately needed housing (in many cases, low- and moderate- 
income housing), as well as office, retail and other commercial space. 

The communities benefit from property improvement, blight removal, 
and increased occupancy of buildings in the historic core neighborhoods. 

The tax credits are defined as a percentage of the actual 
rehabilitation expenses incurred. Property owners with certified projects can 
claim federal income tax credits equal to 20% of their costs. The state 
income tax credits are also equal to 20% of the rehabilitation costs, for 
projects completed in 1999, but that percentage goes up to 25% for projects 
completed in the year 2000 and later. The federal program is limited to 
properties that are used for income-producing purposes. The state program 
is not so restricted. The program is available for income-producing 
properties, and it is also available for owner-occupied residences. 

The property owners benefit from the increased utility of their 
buildings. In nearly every case, the property owners state that the projects 
could not have been carried out if the incentives were not available. 

Full information on the programs, including the application forms, is 
available from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (804) 367- 
2528. 


SNHS Officers 


President 
Barbara McPhail 
ISG-11351 
1" VicePresident 
Wendy Hill 
954-1248 
2™' VicePresident 
Linda Ferguson 
I39-4797 
Historian 
Sue Woodward 
IS9-FOSS 
Corresponding Secretary 
Mary Lawrence Harrell 
IS9-47 96 
Recording Secretary 
Linda Consolvo 
I39-4244 
Treasurer 
Sylvia Pond 
IIG-21S1 
Assistant Treasurer 
Myrtle Ann Mountcastle 
IS9-2IES 
Past President 


Betsy Brothers 
I39-63512 





Preservation of 
Historic Suffolk 
Board 


President—Barbara McPhail 
Betsy Brothers 

George Consolvo 

Nancy Dempsey 

Jim Moore 

Pret Pretlow 

Sue Woodward 








Remember to celebrate YOUR historic preservation efforts during 
Dreservation Week 2000, May 14 — 20! 






Historic Preservation: 


The Ultimate Recycling! 


Renovate, Restore, Rehabilitate . a : 






2000 Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society Membership Roster (as of March 16) 


BENEFACTORS 
Jim & Dana Adams 
Bank of Suffolk 
Birdsong Peanuts | A Division of 
Birdsong Corporation 
Everett & Miriam Birdsong 
The Blair Bros., Inc. 
James M. Blair 
Prince & Erika Butler 
George & Linda Consolvo 
Dr. & Mrs. George W. Cornell 
Nancy & Sandy Dempsey 
Kaufman & Canoles, PC 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phil McPhail 
Mr. & Mrs. Durrell V. Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Moore, Jr. 
Charles B. Pond, LI 
John & Sallie Sebrell 
Dr. & Mrs. Miley W. Walker 


SPONSORS 
Robert & Sandra Babb 
Michael Bakwin 
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd R. Benton, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Blair 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom S. Brothers 
Harry L. Cross, Jr. 
Harry & Lisa Cross 
Margaret & Ashby Dashiell 
Lydia G. Duke 
Ray & Alma Duke 
Judge & Mrs. Henry B. Frazier, III 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gordon 
Pearl B. Harrell 
George A. Howerton, Jr. 
Howard E. Kerpelman 
Betty Anne Kyle 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry B. Leggett, Jr. 
Charlotte Andrews McCutcheon 
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Monette 
Myrtle Ann Mountcastle 
Elizabeth V. Porter 
Kevin J. Reiland 
Kit & Rusty Roller 
Clyde G. Simmons 
Rebecca Reid Smiley 
Fleet & Selby Smith 
Tidewater Blanching Corp. 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Woodward, Jr. 
N. Polk Woolford 


PATRONS 
W. Michael & Karen S. Babb 
Marie & Robert Baker 
Joe & Lynn Barlow 
Dr. & Mrs. George H. Barnett 
Mr. & Mrs. Cabell B. Birdsong 
Mr. & Mrs. George Y. Birdsong 
Mary Jane Andrews Board 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Bradshaw 
Jack & Barbara Chapman 
Becky Elmore Clement & Joe Clement 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Coxe 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew B. Damiani 
Linda & Billy Drummond 
Bill & Hunter Duggan 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Harlow 
Bob & Monette Harrell 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harry IIT 
Mr. & Mrs. Garland E. Hines, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Kermit Hobbs, Jr. 
Hugh L. & Susan M. Holland, III 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Daniel Holly, Jr. 
Kay & Buck Hurley 
Mark S. Joyner 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. King, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Lemmon, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Maust 
Tom & Sue Murphy 
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Norcross 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. O’Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. O’Connor III 
Robert & Joyce Parker 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey B. Persons 
Mrs. Joshua Pretlow 
Pruden Hardware, Inc. 


Mr. & Mrs. Peter D. Pruden, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter D. Pruden, III 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Pruden, Jr. 
Frances Stallings Ramsey 
Marilyn M. Rawles 

Dr. & Mrs. Dixon M. Rollins 
Martha & Curtis Saunders 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Shotton 
Dr. & Mrs. W. T. Small 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Sylvia 

Mr. & Mrs. David C. Von Rump 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack W. Webb 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph N. Webb, Sr. 
Chip & Nancy Wilkinson 

Euell & Dorothy Williams 


FRIENDS 
V. M. Barney Annas 
Jennifer Birdsong 
Mrs. William M. Birdsong 
Margaret Causey Brown 
Nora D. Butler 
Mr. & Mrs. Lin B. Callis 
Dr. & Mrs. George J. Carroll 
Ella A. Cross 
Nancy J. Cross 
Frank W. & Louise H. Crumpler 
Carol T. Daniels 
Evelyn P. Daughtrey 
J. Samuel Glasscock 
Ruth G. Gordon 
Mrs. Alexander H. Graham 
Marion L. Grigg & Diane M. Grieder 
Constance Reid Happel 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harrell 
Sherwood & Faye Harrell 
Mary Boothe Healey 
Steve & Sally Herbert 
Dr. & Mrs. William H. Higinbotham, Jr. 
Angus I. Hines, Jr. 
James D. Holleran 
Patricia S. Howell 
Alan Jubenville 
Emeline Elmore Keith 
Gary & Alice Koziol 
Virginia F. Laine 
Jane Levinson 
Mary E. Martin 
M. Anderson Maxey, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. McLemore, Jr. 
Catherine & Henry C. Murden 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
The Rev. & Mrs. James H. Newsom, Jr. 
Charles L. O’Dea 
Olde Virginia Realty, Inc. 
James & Betty Perkinson 
Brooke & Susan Pruden 
Mrs. John Ramsey 
John & Wanda Rector 
Charles & Lynn Rose 
Mack & Ruth Saunders 
Virginia & Thomas Savage 
James E. & Susan H. Seibel 
Mike Shields 
David H. & Susan H. Slack 
Mrs. William H. Taylor 
Brenda C. Wright - 

Shooting Star Gallery 


CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Abernathy 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Alwood 
Lisa & Corby Amos 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Askew, Jr. 
Judge & Mrs. Everett Bagnell 
Bill & Annette Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Bailey 
John & Jeanne Banks 
Ann E. Barber 
Lisa Wise Barber 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold L. Barrett 
Mamie O. Basler 
Rocky V. Bindhamer 
Mr. & Mrs. McLemore Birdsong, Jr. 
William P. & Sarah W. Blair 
Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Boone 


Mr. & Mrs. David L. Brinkley 
Virginia H. Brinkley 
Delmar L. Brown 
Kurt & Lynette Brugeman 
Sandra T. Bunting 
Laurie Burnham 
Mary Burton 
Sue P. Burton 
Gary B. Butler & Peggi Parker-Butler 
Mr & Mrs. James E. Butler, Jr. 
Sara S. Butler 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Byrd 
Mack & Gloria Byrum 
Byron & Jean Carmean 
Virginia G. Carrington 
Barbara & John Carter, Jr. 
Luci St. Clair-Carter 

& W. Randolph Carter, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. B. F. Case, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Forrest H. Cathey 
Jim & Sally Caton 
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Chambers 3d 
Mrs. W. Holmes Chapman, Jr. 
Ellen B. Chappell 
James S. Chase 
Frances L. Chorey 
Charles O. Christian 
Frances J. Cleveland 
Mrs. John S. Cockey 
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Cones 
William C. Copeland 
John & Anne Council 
Michael & Kenda Council 
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Crumpler IT 
Carolyn Vanture Culpepper 
Allen Perry Cutchin 
Mr. & Mrs. Austin T. Darden, Jr. 
Mary S. Darden 
Kimble A. David 
Mr. & Mrs. Colin R. Davis 
Nancy Chapman Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Davis 
Virginia B, Dickinson 
Carolyn S. Dixon 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Paul Dolan, Jr. 
Jacquelin & G. Leroy Edwards 
Glenn E. Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Eure, Jr. 
Anne P. Everett 
Marvin & Barbara Fanny 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fawley 
J. Jerome Felton, Jr. 
Mrs. J. R. Felton 
Helen P. Ferguson 
Jane C. Fischetti 
Dr. & Mrs. David R. Foreman 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin A. Friend, Jr. 
Carroll G. Frohman 
Susan T. Garrett 
Judge & Mrs. James C. Godwin 
Victor & Manann Griffin 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Habel III 
Carmen & Michael Halley 
Linda Howerton Harper 
E. Ragsdale Harrell 
Charlie & Donna Henderson 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Hightower 
Barbara Ballance Hill 
Wendy & Wes Hill 
Mrs. O. K. Hobbs, Sr. 
John S. Holladay 
Herb & Sandra LoCascio Hollowell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. House 
Jean & Jack Howell 
Mary Hundley Hyatt 
Patrick Evans-Hylton & Wayne Hylton 
Skip & Chris Irby 
Stephen R. Jackson 
Rodney & Linda James 
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Jenkins 
Charles & Paulette Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Johnson 
Tim & Helen Johnson 
William Wellington Jones 
Lee & Henry King 
David & Margaret Klages 


Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Latimer, III 
Mrs. Melvin Lovelace 

Margaret Edwards Lucy 

Rawles Magee 

Jessie H. Maloney 

The Rev. & Mrs. H. Vance Mann, III 
Joe & Cindy Manno 

Mr. & Mrs. Murray F. Mansfield 
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Mansfield 
Clyde V. March 

June & Lloyd March 

Mrs. Mason Marks 

Cleo & Howard Mast 

Norman R. & Mary J. Matthews 
Terry & Beverly McGahee 

A. P. & Martha McLean 

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Moore 
Peggy & Margie Moore 

Douglas C. & Mary Jane Naismith 
Nansemond Ford Tractor, Inc. 
Betsy T. O’Connor 

William N. & Virginia W. Owen 
Fan G. Panton 

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Panton 
Lynnette & Richard Park 
Dorothy M. Parker 

Mrs. James E. Parker 

Jim & Nancy Parker 

Nancy G. Parr 

Nancy Haslett Pichel 

Julien & Sharon Picot 

Irene A. Pinner 

Cheryl A. Pisani 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Pond, Jr. 
Mrs. Melvin B. Poulson 

Ann Story Powell 

Eleanor M. Powell 

Jerry P. Powell 

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Powell, Jr. 
Samuel A. Pylan 

Susan H. Reed 

Margaret B. Riddick 

Elizabeth Parker Roberts 

Edward Roettger & Barbara Banze 
Viola R. Rollings 

Anne B. Roundtree 

Cindy & Eddie Russell, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Douglas Russell 
Wellington M. Saecker 

Mrs. Carl R. Saunders 

Mr. & Mrs. Whitney G. Saunders 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Savage, Jr. 
Edward & Peggy Simmer 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry G. Simpson 
Holmes & Lena Small 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony W. Smith 
Audrey P. Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Aubrey Smith 
David L. & Patricia A. Snyder 
John & Fran Stauffer 

Mr. & Mrs. George H. Stroud, Jr. 
Mrs. Henry V. Stroupe 

Catherine B. Taylor 

George L. Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Thanos 

Mr. & Mrs. Sid Thomas 

Joyce & Bobby Trump 

Anna Goode Turner 

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Turner, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Carrol Umphlette 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph L. Verdirame 
Bob & JoKitt Vinson 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Warrington, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. H. Wentz 
James H. Wesson, Jr. 

Barbara L. West 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. West 

Randy H. West 

Anne Parker White 

Hazel B. White 

Cora M. Wilcox 

Richard & Sue Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Burwell R. Winslow © 
Forrest S. & Jane B. Wommack 
Anne L. Woodward 





Keeper of History 
Elgin Madison Lowe 
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The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation is at work in all 50 
States, in hundreds of cities and 
towns, helping preserve and protect 
the irreplaceable. If you are 
interested in hecoming a member or 
just want to find our more about 
their work you can e-mail them at 
www.nationaltrust.org 
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C. 18350 map shows Hamblin Epps° 





Early 20° century map of [and adjacent to the Riddick property 
Nansemond County showing the that eventually belonged to James 
Saunders crossing on the railroad. Riddick Saunders. 
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